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ANNUAL EXAMINATION ENGLISH 
AE-2023-24-09(B) 

ENGLISH-{8' I I I I I 

Time: 3 hrs. 

M. Marks: 80 TIDS PAPER IS DIVIDED INTO THREE SECTIONS:-Section A : Reading - 20 marks Section B : Writing Skills & Grammar- 20 marks Section C : Literature - 40 marks 
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

l. All questions are compulsory. 2- You may attempt any section al a lime. 3. All questions of that particular secrion must be al/empted in the cor-
rect order and labeled accurately. 

SECTION -A (READING) (20 marks) Q 1. Read the passage given below carefully and answer the questions that follow: 
(IO) 

( 1) As hwnan be~ we all have feelings to express and a romantic side, that sometimes 
we don't show because of our shyness, our lack of expression, and several other 
factors. We all like to, at least once in a while, hear or read a piece of poetry. It 
makes us get identified with romantic poets and admire their inspiration to create 
verses and transmit them to the people. Some people believe that poetry shouldn't 
be as relevant as it is, they may think, it is a foolish way of presenting feelings or 
situations. But we have to confess, that deep within us, there's a need for even a 
Ii ttle poetry dose, one that belongs to us. People can think whatever they want to, 
but that can sometimes be sensitized or even changed, and that's the ma~,c of 
poetry. 
In today's modem view, poetry has become more than just para~apbs that rh)'me • 
at the end of each sentence. Poetry has a lot of freedom when \t comes to th - tv\ The poet has the ab\hty to 
structure and style and every poet has eir owns.: e. . han e 
use whatever structure oflines, rhyme scheme, a\hteration and they may c. g certain words to fit to their interest. 

. d Thl. . uroe')' stud . etry can be a ro\\ercoaster n e. s JO 
As a high school student, ymg po a reciation for simp\er pieces anu , 
is punctuated by moments of profou;d pprks Let's be rea\ he-re-some poems in tenn ittent frustration with more compt: :~reading seems to he\p decipher fu~ 

. Iain confusing and no amoun such instances can be bot 
are Just p . The puzzlement that results from . tenc\ec\ t\\en 'Q\a~\ni 
intended meamng: . If solving a riddle is what was_m ----- ,,.,,'~ ,.,-n, 

vexing and demottvatIJ1g. - . • • r • --



(4) 

(5) 

ii) 

t:Nc1.1s11-<e1 \ 1 I II ( \ ll\\ltl~ '~\ :-., 111 Ill pll-C,'!'11\l:4\ 1111110 with the rcm.lcr ':1 SI.ml, 11lining lcclin~ of w ' hupph~'l..'C, 1md \.'lll\llt-'1.'\lm, lo the world. O1\cn, lhcsc con~P:°sitio~ centre 011 thut Ill'(! 1111tven1111ly umlorstood, such lL~ love, nutun.:, or lruth. Bcmgublc to actuall umh.ii·:11111\ll whnt the poet Is tryin~ to suy. cun foci like a little victory und i~: wckomc rclicl'ut\cr gmppllng with more perplexing poelry. lbcn there are poem: thut t\ro cmotlonully churgcd; lho ones thut mukc the render curl up in a bait atld cry or jump up und down with joy. One is lei\ in nwc of the poet's ability to conv ~motion through words. Let's not forgel tho downright weird poems. These:: the ones thut dcty cutesorizutlon und lenvc the rcuder to their own devices ,e attempting to interpret meaning. The author's use of figurative language~~ w1conventional imagery can create n sen$ ofbcwildcrmcnl that is either intriguin or otl:.putting. Regardless, the reade'r°cwf nppreciuicthc uniqueness of the wot, Despite the wide range of emotions and reactions that come with studying Poetry it can be a rewarding pursuit. Not only does rending poetl)' allow one to apprecj~ the artistic beauty of the written word but also enables one to develop crucial critical thinking and analytical skills. The process of unlocking a poem's meaning can feel like cracking a code or solving a puzzle but the sense of accomplishment derived from mastering a challenging piece can be deeply gratifying. Finally, impressing an English teacher with a well-analysed poem can be a source of pride and validation. 
If the reader has an open mind and the ability to read in between the 1 ines, they discover more than they have bargained for. Regardless of what the poems contain, all poems display an expression. That very moment when the writer begins his mental journey with that pen and paper, is where all feelings are let out.As poems continue to be written, the reader begins to see patterns within each one of them. Overall, studying poetry is like a box of mixed chocolates, you never know what you 're going to get But whether it's complex, emotional, simple, or just downright weird, there's'always something to be gained from the experience. So, let's applaud all the poets out there, for making us laugh, cry, scratch our heads, and occasionally feel like a genius. 

Which of the following statements best describes the author's attitude towards studying poetry? 
(1) A. Finds poetry to be a frustrating and meaningless endeavour. B. Believes that the emotional rollercoaster of studying poetry is not worth the _ /effort. t/ Recognizes the challenges of studying poetry but also acknowledges the rewards it offers. . D. Feels that poetry is too obscure and abstract for the average person to appreciate. 

? Rati nalise your What is the tone of the writer in the given lines from paragraph 3 0 
(2) response in about 40 words. . . h h _, , oul stirringfeelmgs of Conversely. some pieces resonate wit t e reauer s s , warmth, happiness, and connection to the world. 



1 

I 

. / ,,. ('~,~ A\ L, 
ENGUSll-(0)\ 3 \ JI ;j:~ ts the message c_onveyed by Hina's experience, in the following case? (I) Hm.a spends hours try mg to analyse a pot:m for her assignment and finally feels a sense ofaccompHshment and pride, once she understands. 

v) 

A. Only those with natural talent for poetry should engage with it B..-p • ,..;: • ers1stence makes studying poetry a rewarding pursuit. C ' studY of poetry is guaranteed to impress others. Theeffurtsofstud • nnntto.,' • ymg yv-,wJ is mversely proportional to the rewards gained whether th fi II • I' , 
• 

emotio~-~ed/o owin~ mes ~1splay an example of a simple/ complex/ c • ._~ downnght weird poem This is the debt I pay ' • (I) Just for one riotous day, 
Years of regret and grief, 
Sorrow without relief. 
Based on the reading of the • . poetry can be lik passage, examine, m about 40 words how studying ea rollercoaster ride. ' 2 The passage includes-some rds tha ( ) (a)-(e)below. ide tifytw wo taresynonymsofeachother.Fromthesets . . .' n o sets of synonyms: ( 1) 

G 

w) 

vili) 

Q2. 

a. Intriguµig- vexing 
b. Deciphering- interpreting 
c. Appreciation-vexing 
d. Simple-challenging 
e. ~lexing"' bewildering 

B. candd C. dande D. bande Complete the sentence appropriately. 
We .can say that the author's tone becomes more neutral and b' t' wh 
dis · • 

o ~ec 1ve en cussmg weird poems, compared to other types of poetry because . 
(1) Complete the sentence appropriately. 

We can say that poetry has a lot of freedom when it comes to its structure and style because_________ . (1) Read the passage given below carefully and answer the questi~ns that follow: 
(10) 1. Technology has revolutioniz.ed the field of education and its importance in schools cannot be ignored In fact, with the onset of computers in education, it bas become easier for teachers to impart knowledge and for students to acquire it. The use of technology has made the process of teaching and learning all the more enjoyable. At present, many schools and universities have been implementing Internet based learning as it supplements the conventional teaching methods. The Intemetprovid~ 

( 



2. 

4. 

70% 

. • . . t:NCI.ISll-(B~ll, 
a wide vanety of references and information to academics as well as· · .ti . • sc1cnt1 ,c researchers. Students often turn to 1t to do their academic assignments and pro· ts ~ec . The pre.sent generatio~ is well updated with the~ of Internet and computers. The rapid development m computer technology and mcrease in accessibility of the internet for academic purposes has changed the face of education for everyone associated with it. According to the latest insights, as to how exactly modern students of today prefer to use technology and how does their learning get an impact if they use technology, it was revealed that with the use of modem equipment technology and tools, the learning and interactivity of students has increased. They also find it much more interactive, as well as full of interesting areas, when aided by technology. The transfer of knowledge becomes very easy and convenient, as well as effective. The use of the internet allows students to find amazing convenience they can find various kinds of help, tutorials and othc;i:-kfuds of assisting materiai which could be used to academically improve and enhance their learning. However, research on Internet is very different from traditional library research, and the differences can cause problems. The Internet is a tremendous resource, but it must be used carefully and critically. Let's look at the data arising out of recent survey that was done to ascertain the time spent on utilization of the computer and Internet According to a 2018 academic student e-book experience survey, conducted by PEW Research Department, when reading for pleasure, almost 74% of respondents said they preferred print books for leisure whereas, 45% of respondents chose e-books rather than the printed versions, for research or assignments. 

When asked what e-book features make them their favourite for research, the respondents were clear. Having page numbers to use in citations, topped the list [75%]; followed by the ability to resize text to fit a device's screen [67%]; the ability to bookmark pages, highlight text or take notes for later reference [ 60%]; downloading the entire e-book [ 57%]; and allowing content to be transferred between devices [ 43 % ] were the varied responses. 
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computer for 
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do you 

use mail? 

How often 
do you use 
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How often 
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the internet 
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• everyday days a week • once a once a 
Choose the correct synonym of the underlined word from paragraph 2: (l) The rapid development in computer technology and increase in accessibility of the internet for academic purposes has changed the face of education for everyone associated with it. 
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,.. A. Unattainability V Availability C. Innovatively D. Incredibly .,-ii) ) Based on the graphical chart in the passage, choose the option that correctly 
(___) states the depiction of Internet usage for work and for leisure, for once a month. 

(1) 

.!~ A. Option l 
~Option2 C. Option3 
D. Option4 in) Based on the given graphical representation of data in the passage, choose the 

option that list the statements that are ttue with respect to the usage of emai\. (\) 

iv) 

l . The everyday usage of email is more than lhe everyday usage of computer 
for personal use. 

2. 
3. 

About l 8% people use email once a week. There are smaller number of email users using it 2 or 3 times a week than the 
one's using it once a month. 4 .. 

A. 
c. 

Less than 5% of people never use the email. l and3 . 2and4 l and 2 
D. 3 and 4 Based on the given graphical chart, pick the option that lists the area of 1.cro 

response from respondents. 
t \) 

V. Never use the Internet for work and \eisure. B. Daily use the computer for academic activi\ies. C. Writing and receiving emai\s once a week. D. Using the Internet for persona\ tasks once a monfu. In the cartoon the student's reaction revea\s fuat b.e \S -----' a~ 



~haughty A indignant 
barrassed D. inquisitive c. em 

Which of the following statement is not substantiated by infonnation in !)aragraph 3-4? , . . (\) A) About 3 quarters ol the respondents preferred pnnt books tor recrc . at1ona\ reading, 
B) A little less. than a 50% of the respondents voted for c-books for . research assignments. 

More than 50% respondents stated enjoying both versions of bo k . 
0 s for leisure reading. 

D) 11,e survey was intended for understanding thee-book experience. 
arnong students. 

,, .... but it must_ be used careful~y an~ critically." The idea of being careful and critical while usmg the Internet, 1s ma1nly a reference to -----
A. hardware malfunction. / 

plagiarism. ,, 
(1) 

C. troubleshooting. D. VlrUS threats. 

'c 

vfu) Arrange the given e-book features preferred for research from the least favourite to the most favourite-
( l) 

ix) 

Q3. 
J/'., 

.. / 
11: 

-

l. Downloading the entire e-book. 
2. Choosing page numbers in citations. 
3. Highlightingtext. 
4. Resizing text to fit screen. 
A. 7>3,4,2 B. 3,2, 1,4 &/ 2,4,3, 1 D. 4,1,2,3 
State any two uses of internet, for the students, as given in the passage. (2) SECTION B (GRAMMAR & WRITING SKILLS) (20 marks) AttemptANYTEN of the following questions: (lx\0=10) Fill in the blank with the correct form of the verb: 
Robert _____ (work) in that store for six years. 
a) is working Ji) - has been working 
c) have been working d) works 
F·11 • • l t the live feed on a 1 m the blank by choosing the correct option to comp e e school news channel. 
Congratulations Change Makers! , Music d dour school s The regional competition awards have been announce an club / the first prize. 

-a)/ has won b) 
C) will win d) 

had been won 
waswinning 



ENGLISll-(B) I 7 I II Fill in the blank by choosing the correct option to complete an online update. The climate control comment by an activist _____ on social media yesterday. 
a) blowup b) isblown c) will be blown 2)/ blew up Select the option that identifies the error and supplies the correction for the following line, from a school magazine report: In order to balancing the sentiments of the Eagles and the I lawks, the Student Council suggested a rematch between the teams. 

ERROR CORRECTION 7 \~ balancing balance B. of at C. suggested suggests D. between among 
I / Sunil shared some infmmation with Tarun, about a holiday at sea.. Report Tarun's question. 

Did you enjoy travelling by sea? / Complete the line from a self-awareness song, by filling the blank with the correct option: 
Toe river nms through your veins The trees and mountains ___ your name The moon and stars watch over You're guiding your way back home 

To dream the night away. 
a) Wtllcall b) Hadcalled ,,, , -e)/ Call d) Calls ,Jsil Report the dialogue between a grandson and his grandfather by completing the · J\ sentence: 
Grandson: Grandpa, who are your superheroes? Grandpa: All who show kindness and compassion to others~ my superheroes. In response to the question about his superheroes, grandpa says that 
Fill in the blank by choosing the correct option: . l • ,._Authis unusual behavior. Hi • · often comp am alN s sister_____ d a) 

hL,. woul 
d) might ., c) could . tion for the given line, from a doorway "z;-

.,, F_ill in the blankbycboosmgthecorrectop 
sign. · not enter. Caution! You_____ . . Only employees are allowed beyond this point. 



O!"''\Jt t:NGLISH-(8) I 8 I 11 
a) need I~ must 0. l \.(, 'w<. 

c) could d) might 
t.1/" Identify the error in the given newspaper headline and supply the correction: 

Athletics Star Helps State Sta~AheadofCompetition 
Use the given fonnat for your response. 

ERROR CORRECTION 

• Fill in the blank by choosing the correct option, to complete the text message 
below. 
Let's meet another day since neither Kelvin nor Samantha ___ free today 
as they have tennis coaching. 
a) were b) is 

c) are d) be 
Rambo jumped ___ the river to escape the honeybees which were chasing 
him 
a) n l?)/into 

/ 

c) inside d) on 
Q4.~Y6u are Nitesh/N_eha. Today is your birthday and your father has gifted you a 

laptop. You are really elated to own it as you wanted to have it for a long time. 
Before going to bed, you intend to share your joy with your diary. Write a mm:y 
~in 100-120wordsexpressingyourfeelings. (5) 

OR 
(B) Write a paragraph describing your feelings about the sudden winter break that 

was declared due the ~gh pollution level in your city. Also, mention about how 
you utilized that break in a constructive way in about 100-120 words. 

QS. (A)Write a short story with a suitable title using the given line as the opening line: (5) 
Rohan was returning from the Music Academy. He was very happy as he was 
selected among the top ten singers fort.aking part in the show 'India's Got Talent' 
to be aired on television. He wanted to share his happiness with his family and 
friends so he was in a hurry. His joy and happiness knew no bounds but suddenly 

~::::::::~: ilie OOlief •~re there 'sawill theres a r :;. 
SECTION- C (LITERATURE) (40 MARKS) 

Q6. Read the given extracts and answer the questions for ANY ONE of the two given: 
(5) 

(A) I will arise and go now, for always night and day 
I hear the lake water lapping with low sounds by the shore; 

' 
/ 



.:.. fl. 

"' q,t,, '- ',a ~i(el stand on the roadway, or on the pavements grey, 
I hear it in the deep heart's core. 

ENGLISH-(D) I 9 I 11 

i) Explain the literary device used in the second line. 
n) In the last line, the poet is referring to the sounds of 

iii) 

a. lake water lapping gently by the shore. 
b. busy roads during night and day. 
c. his heart beats. 

d. fiercely gushing laps of water by the shore. 
The poet wants to shift to Innisfree 

---

a. immediately for a few days. -----
b. forever. 
c. for a few days and nights. 

iv) 
d. for as long as he can hear the lake water. 

(2) 
(I) 

(1) 

The poet is reminiscing the sounds of the lake water while he 
-- (I) 

-./ OR 
No motion has she now, no force---

~!!_e.nei.th~ears nor s~es, 
~~mearth's diurnal course. 

With rocks ~d st~nes and tr~s. \ 
~xplam the literary deVIce used m the second last line. c \ 1 , -te,o ,. , 

0
.., (2) 

~eterm 'Earth'sdiumalcourse'refersto ____ . (l) 
a. the course of actions performed on the Earth's surface. 

Earth's rotation on its a,as causing day and night. 
c. Earth's revolution causing seasons. 
d. Earth's orbit around the Sun. 

~ccording to the poet, his beloved has now become a part of~~( l) 
JyVThe poet's beloved can neither see nor hear because she • (\) 

a. is visually impaired. 

b. is sleeping. 
c. has lost all her senses. 

~s lifeless and inactive. 
Q7. Read the given extracts and answer the questions for M{Y ONE of fue t'wo ~vet\·. 

{__S) 
(A) That is extremely interesting, but you seem to miss the point of m-y termn:k. \ sa\6., 

you were luckier than most melodramatic villains. It was not a tn\:mte to 'jO'\lt. 

intelligence. 
1) The tone of the speaker in the gi~en extract is___ \ 



it) 

iii) 

iv) 

a. 
c. 

sarcasm 
melodramatic 

b. 
d. 

ENGLISH-(B) I I 
disappointing 
appreciative 

The word melodramatic can be used synonymously with ____ (l) 
exaggerated b. sentimental a. 

c. sensational d. emotional 
Which intelligent act of the listener evoked the remark by the speaker as given in the extract? (2) At the end of the play, __ proved to be smarter than the 

-· 
OR (1) 

o I II J 

~"I used to be so," Maria Sharapova recalls. I missed my mother terribly. M father was working as much as he could to keep my tennis-training going. So, h~ couldn't see me either. "Because I was so young, I used to go to bed at 8 p.m. The other pupils would come in at 11 p.m. and wake me up and order me to tidy up the room and clean it Instead ofletting that depress me, I became more quietly determined and mentally tough. I learnt how to take care of myself. I never thought of quitting because I knew what I wanted. When you come from nothing and you have nothing, then it makes you very hungry and determined." / 
~aria Sharapova had to live witbout her.··.parents being around because ______ . • (l) 

they we~ too preoccupied with their own lives. 
i~ her mother was not in the US and father worked long hours. 

C. they had other children to look after besides Maria. r-
D. they were'working hard to support the family in Russia. /i The speak'erput upwitn all thenumiliationsand insults because$e _. 

~hoose the option that reveals the character traits of the speakedn: fl ~boveextract. r"'/ · (I) 
,, 17 Resilient • 2. Compassipnate 

3. Loyal 4. Obstinate 
5. Hones~ • 

Option ;1. and 2 _ _ B. • Op~on 3 ~d 4 
C. Optibn 2 and 5 - - D. Option 1 and 4 ore quietly . / ' l,eca1llC m j'!/ Exp\~ the line•. 'Instead ofle~g that depress me, 1 

(2) / determined and mentally tough. so wcrds: ---Q8. Answer ANY FOUR of the following five questions, in about 60 to ( 4x3"' 12) 
in the eyes of . . • doesthepoetfind_ MenAfe / 'Theyhaveeyeslikeours.' Whatsurulanty the poem ·No _,-/ people all over the world? Explain with reference to ...........alll Foreign'byJamesKirkup. ............... 
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ENGLISH-{B) \ JI \ 

•· • Why was Einstein remembered as a world citiz.en? (A Truly Beautiful Mind) 

What does the root of the tree look like when it is pulled out of the earth 
cave? What happens to it when it is left exposed? 
E.xplain why Kalam 's father says, "You may give them your love but not 

your thoughts"? (My Childhood) .,,,_ Greed and stinginess can provoke even a saint towards anger and vengeance. 

' Elucidate on this statement based on your reading of the poem 'A Legend of 

. _ / Northland.' o/ Answer ANY TWO of the following three questions, in about 60 to 80 words: (2x3=6) 

/ Why did the king postpone the execution the next day? (A Kingdom of 

Fools) 
/ 'It took a fire for me to stop focusing on my feelings ofinsecurity and open 

up t~ all the wonderful people around me.' What does this statement say 

about the character of the protagonist in the stoiy 'A House is not a Home'? 

}(. Which incident made grandfuther 1innly decide that he didn't want to keep 

f'I 
1 
n~ Toto as a pet? (Adventures ofToto) / AnswerANYONEofthefollowingtwoquestions, in about 100 to 120 words: 

. 

(lx6=6) 

The lives ofUstad Bismillah Khan and Evelyn are sagas of great 1 

Basedonyourreadingofthetext'SoundofMusi , 
e. 

for the two musicians in the fonn ofa diaiy enU-:. ' express yom admiration 
_ __/ 

OR ~lements of nature can be both Compare and contrast the brutality:;: 0 ~ d~truction or tranquillity. 

effect based on your readin fth with its pacifying and soothing 
go epoems 'Wi d' 

AnswerANYONEofthefollowingtwo . m and 'RainontheRoof'. ( questions, in about I 00 to 120 w ds . . 
m. 

attitude fth an play a vital role in brin · 
(1 X6==6) 

Yo o. e protagonists and • . . gmg about a transfo . . 
'B wards,life.EJucidateonfhis mstigatemtheznacbange. th ~tionm the 

eggar and 'Last r --r-. statement h ... h _ _. Ill eir J)erspectiv X ~-. ~on Yourreadin e g of the texts 
Whrciidthe OR instructed by ~gels bring a leaden h Happy f>rinee) 0d to bring the two eart and the deacj b. d . lllost Precious ti..:_ 1li . When they ll!lI}gs .tn th . ere ec1ty? • ffhe I 
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